Back to the

FutureWorld:

Demonstration Homes

FutureWorld in Kents Hill was the third of three
housing exhibitions held in Milton Keynes in
the 1980s and '90s. It followed HomeWorld
in Bradwell Common 1981, and Energy World
in Shenley Lodge in 1984. All three exhibitions
were designed to showcase forward-thinking and
energy efficient house designs. The new homes
demonstrated modern methods of construction,
sustainable technologies, and new ways of living,
including — presciently - working from home.

Demonstration homes ranged from one-off houses
by architects, to system build solutions by modular
fabricators, to developer-led designs. All were
required to demonstrate standards of energy
efficiency through the NHER ratings scheme.

The centrepiece of the exhibition was a competition
for the ‘House of the Future’ run by the Royal
Institute of British Architects.

At the end of the exhibition most homes were
privately sold. Schemes on plots 5-6 and 24-25
were socially rented through Housing Associations.

This map recreates the original exhibition layout
and has been produced by Urban Fabric Architects
under the Archive-opia archivist in residence
project, 2022.
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Plot 1

Yeoman Cottage
by Medina Gimson and Relmfield Developments ltd.

Source: Sunday Times, 1994

Plot 3

The Skaraborg

Exhibitor: Skandia-Hus

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives
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Plot 4
TTL Concept House
Developer: Concept Design and Development Ltd

Management: Construction Surveying Associated Ltd.

Framemaker: Prestoplan Homes Ltd

Architect: TRADA Technology Ltd

Landscape design: Geoffrey Boddy

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives

Plots 5/6

The Egrow Home

Exhibitor: Sutton Hastoe Housing Association
Architect: PCKO

Source: Tim Skelton private collection

Plot 8

The Stuart House

Architect: Jonathan Ellis-Miller

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives

Plot 9

NHBC/Northern Rock Competition House
Exhibitor: NHBC

Builders: Mason Homes Ltd

Sponsor: Northern Rock Homes Ltd
Source: MKCDC

Plots 10/11/12

Woburn & Winslow House

The Shenley Apartment

The Calverton Apartment

The Aspley Apartment

The Cosgrove Apartment

Exhibitor: The Electricity Association

Architect: The Charter Partnership

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives

Plot 15
Traditional Low Cost Homes
Builder and Developer: W. Watson (Builders) Ltd

Architects: The Architecture Studio (Robert de Grey

and Matthew Denton)
Source: Tim Skelton private collection

Plot 16

The FutureHouse

Architects: Duncan Baker-Brown & lan McKay
Winner of the RIBA 1993 House of the Future
competition

Source: lan McKay private collection

Plot 19

The Radiant House

Exhibitor: Radiant World Ltd.

Builder: G.W. Deeley

Source: Richard Weston private collection

Plot 21

Project 2020
Architect:David Woods
Exhibitor: Interfacing Limited
Source: MKCDC

Plot 22

The Low-allergen House

Exhibitor CONDUIT LTD

Builder/Designer: HOSBY SALE LTD

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives

Plot 23

The Custom Homes House of the Year
Exhibitor: Custon Homes Ltd

Sponsor: Shell UK

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives

Plot 20

The Surebuild Home

Exhibitor: British Steel

Developer: Tarmac Construction Ltd.

Architect: TBV

Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives

Plots 24/25

Midsummer Cottages

Milton Keynes Housing Association

Consultants: Levitt Bernstein Associates (Architects)
Source: FutureWorld Catalogue, Bucks Archives



